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Selected History of Quality Measures for Dementia

See: https://aspe.hhs.gov/advisory-council-alzheimers-

research-care-and-services-meetings#Apr2018
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• Primer on Quality Measures

• Assessing Care of Vulnerable Elders (ACOVE; RAND Co.)

• Physician Quality Reporting System (PQRS) & Quality 
Payment Program (QPP)

• National Quality Forum (NQF)
– Prioritizing Measure Gaps: Alzheimer’s Dis & Rel Dementias

• UK: National Institute for Health & Care Excellence (NICE)

• ICHOM: International Consortium on Health Outcome 
Measures

• Examining Models of Dementia Care (RTI and ASPE)

• CMS: Meaningful Measures



What are Quality Measures?
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“Quality measures are tools that help us measure or 
quantify healthcare processes, outcomes, patient 
perceptions, and organizational structure and/or 
systems that are associated with the ability to provide 
high-quality health care and/or that relate to one or 
more quality goals for health care. These goals 
include: effective, safe, efficient, patient-centered, 
equitable, and timely care.”
• https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-

Instruments/QualityMeasures/index.html



To consider as priority areas 

for quality measurement

• Establish Diagnosis (document).

• Identify a Family Member / Caregiver (document).

• Provide Referrals and Coordination of Care (or, at 

least document follow-up from referral).



Physician Quality Reporting System (PQRS) Updated to 

Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) and 

located in the Quality Payment Program (QPP)
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2015 PQRS MEASURES IN DEMENTIA MEASURES GROUP 

(now in MIPS / QPP): 

• #47    Care Plan 

• #280 Dementia: Staging of Dementia 

• #281 Dementia: Cognitive Assessment 

• #282 Dementia: Functional Status Assessment 

• #283 Dementia: Neuropsychiatric Symptom Assessment 

• #284 Dementia: Management of Neuropsychiatric Symptoms 

• #285 Dementia: Screening for Depressive Symptoms 

• #286 Dementia: Counseling Regarding Safety Concerns 

• #287 Dementia: Counseling Regarding Risks of Driving 

• #288 Dementia: Caregiver Education and Support 

https://mdinteractive.com/files/uploaded/file/CMS2015group/Dementia-2015.pdf

https://qpp.cms.gov/mips/quality-measures



National Quality Forum (NQF) - Prioritizing Measure Gaps: 

Alzheimer’s Disease & Related Dementias
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• Comprehensive Patient Measure
• diagnosis, function, resources, driving, AD, proxy, 

caregiving needs

• Comprehensive Caregiver Measure
• caregiver’s needs, expectations, communication, training, 

education, advocacy

• Dementia Capability
• Levels: Healthcare System; Community

http://www.qualityforum.org/Prioritizing_Measure_Gaps_-
_Alzheimers_Disease_and_Related_Dementias.aspx



UK: National Institute for Health & Care Excellence 

(NICE) - Dementia
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• Anti-psychotic medication

• Laboratory Assessment 

– complete blood count, calcium, glucose, renal and 
liver function, thyroid function, B12 and folate

• Care plan reviewed in face-to-face meeting

• Contact details of named carer on record

• Attendance at a memory assessment service

https://www.nice.org.uk/standards-and-indicators/index/All/Dementia



J.W. Wiener; RTI and HHS ASPE

Examining Models of Dementia Care

https://aspe.hhs.gov/report/examining-models-dementia-care-final-report



J.W. Wiener; RTI and HHS ASPE

Examining Models of Dementia Care

https://aspe.hhs.gov/report/examining-models-dementia-care-final-report



To consider as priority areas 

for quality measurement

• Establish Diagnosis (document)
• Annual Wellness Visit

• Dementia eCQM – Cognitive Assessment

• Identify a Family Member / Caregiver (document).
• Dementia eCQM – Documentation of a Health Care Partner

• Provide Referrals and Coordination of Care (or, at 
least document follow-up from referral).
• IMPACT Act

• Meaningful Measures



Thank You
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